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FROM OUR MINISTRY TEAM 
  
 
 As a society, we mark Christmas with a break - very much 

needed in the middle of winter - yet the real highlight of the Christian 

story took place at Easter.  The babe who was born into our world, 

helpless, needing all the normal support that babies do, went on to lose 

his life in an execution. 

 

When you read the story of his betrayal and trial it is rather difficult to 

work out exactly what he had done that meant that public execution was 

called for.  Pilate, the man whom the Romans had put in charge, seems 

to lose his authority and to keep a crowd quiet he agrees to execute the 

man Jesus.  The Jewish authorities had plotted for some time to get rid 

of this Jesus, as he seemed to challenge their view of the world and 

themselves.  He challenged their attitude towards God and this made 

them uncomfortable – who did this man think he was, after all? 

 

Jesus had begun teaching at around the age of thirty - the bible does not 

give his age, but tradition passed down gives hints of this: rabbis, 

typically, did not start teaching until around 30.  He gathered a group of 

people together and taught them.  We normally think of ‘the Twelve’, 

but there were many others and this included women.  At the cross it is 

mainly women who are mentioned, alongside John who is asked to look 

after Jesus’ mother Mary – he was the eldest son and so it was his duty 

to see she was cared for.  

 

His teachings are not easy either to follow or even understand.  He used 

stories, giving hints of what ‘The kingdom of God’ might be like.  You 

will find us in church trying to unpick these stories and find meaning for 

our lives now.   

 

Jesus is also reported to have performed miracles, healings, storm 

calming, water walking, wine making, dead raising.  The writers who 

described these events in the bible chose only certain events.  Some look 

strange when viewed from our perspective, sending pigs to their death 
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in a lake for example.  However, these ‘signs’ were meant to show to 

those who could understand that God had finally sent the person He had 

promised many, many years ago.  They are still remarkable today.  They 

are still meant to show us that God cares enough for us in this uncertain 

time, that He sent the baby to be born and, yes, to allow this man to die. 

At Easter, we see the culmination of Jesus’ work on earth.  In his death, 

we seem to see the hope of his amazing show of God’s power and the 

challenge of his teaching rendered useless, because he dies.  Publicly 

and very painfully his life ends; after receiving vinegar on a sponge, he 

dies.  Mary sees the hope of the baby destroyed by a jealous crowd and 

a weak political leader.  Yet we are not left with a physical memorial, a 

tomb to visit.  No! We are told that only two nights later he comes back 

to life.  He is seen and touched, he eats and cooks a meal, yet he enters 

locked rooms; he teaches people he knows about why he had to die and 

what it really meant.  

 

Easter ends with a hope that somehow despair of death is defeated, that 

the apparent failure of this amazing life destroyed by death, was not 

destroyed by it at all, but destroyed death itself. 

 

So, now here is the difficult thing – you and I are asked to trust that this 

is true and not a simple story.  We are all asked to look at the evidence 

and come to God, trusting that the death and resurrection of Jesus has 

changed history.  Before this event on the first Easter, death was the 

ultimate destiny of us all, but after Easter God had fulfilled His love for 

us by allowing us to come as we are, full of uncertainty, maybe ashamed 

of what we have become, maybe not, and allow Him to love us.  Why? 

Because he has made a direct path to Himself through what Jesus went 

through.  He has shown His immense love for you and me by this 

apparently senseless act.  An act that turned out to be one of love, not 

defeat, one of life not death and, although very personal in that it was 

one man who went through it, an act that was for us all – no matter who 

you are.  
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I hope, even if you struggle to grasp everything written about Jesus and 

what I have also written, you will begin to understand why we celebrate 

Easter and why in particular Easter Sunday is so special. 

  

As you might expect me to say – you are all welcome to join us at the 

church on April 16th – I would say that wouldn’t I!  If you can’t please 

spend a moment to consider this – Jesus was a good teacher – the best 

some say; he was a compassionate man – the most some say; he was 

wise – the wisest ever some say; yet all that would not make sense if he 

were still dead in a tomb.  The fact that He is alive makes all those other 

things make sense.  When I accept Him because of His death and 

resurrection the teaching starts to fit, the compassion makes sense and 

the wisdom helps. 

 

Rev’d Martin Roberts 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 5 

DIARY DATES  
 
 

The service on PALM SUNDAY 9TH APRIL will be held at the later time 
of 10.00 am, and will begin at the Village Hall car park, from where we 
will process to the Church behind Bredfield’s very own donkey (aka 
Magic the pony). We look forward to seeing you there.  
 
The service on EASTER SUNDAY 16th APRIL will also be held at the later 
time on 10.00 am. EVERYBODY WELCOME! 

 
 

St Andrew’s PCC AGM (APCM) 
 
Wednesday 26th April 7.45 for 8.00 pm in the Church Room. All 
welcome. Those on the Church Electoral Roll are eligible to vote.  (See 
John McCarthy asap if you wish to be added). Come and see the new 
PCC voted in and find out more about the running of our beautiful 
church. 
Refreshments available afterwards. 

 
 

BREDFIELD VILLAGE HALL AGM 
  
On Tuesday 18th April at 7.30 please come along to the Village 
Hallôs AGM in the hall. We have made a number of improvements 
in the last year and would like to make more in the future. This 
will be a very short meeting and then there will be drinks and 
nibbles with the opportunity for everyone in the village to let us 
know the direction they would like the village hall to take in the 
future. The meeting is open to anyone in the village who is 
interested in how the hall and playing field are best used and 
managed. 
All Welcome - It is your Village Hall!! 
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Children's Society Box Holders reminder. 
 

Just in case you missed the notice in last month's Lantern,  I will 
be holding a box opening morning on Wednesday, 19th. 
April, at Quintet, The Street, Bredfield, starting at 10.00am  to 
which you are all invited.  
If you know you will be unable to make it I would appreciate it if 
you could let me know, even better drop the box off with me 
before the 19th.  I will try to contact you all in April before the 
19th. (Phone no. on box underside.) 
Many thanks and I look forward to catching up with you all. 

        Angela Derham 

 
 
BREDFIELD BOWLS CLUB - GREEN OPENING - 22nd APRIL 
1pm. 
  
The season starts here. Fancy trying bowling? Why not come 
along to the official opening of the green and meet some of the 
club members. 
We will supply all the equipment and advice, all you need is a pair 
of flat-soled shoes. 
There will be tea and coffee on tap and the bar will be open. 
If you then fancy joining there are three memberships: full league 
playing, social playing or just social. 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE… 

This year’s Suffolk Historic Churches Cycle Ride will take place on 

Saturday 9th September 9.30-5.00. More details to follow… 
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BREDFIELD CHURCH FETE 
Sat 3rd June 2017 

 

Remember last year?? As the sun comes out and the temperatures rise we can 

all look forward to a wonderful summer in 2017, and how better to start it than 

with the biggest and best garden fete for miles. 

 

By kind permission of Mr & Mrs D’Arcy, the wonderful grounds of The Old 

Rectory will be open to welcome people from far and wide to this unique 

occasion. The usual huge range of attractions will be available, but you will have 

to come along to see what will be NEW!  

 

As always, the success of the fete depends on the support and generosity of the 

whole community. We need your help on the day and also any contribution of 

goods which you feel able to make: BOTTLES , TINS, PACKETS, JUMBLE , 

TOYS, HATS, BRIC-A-BRAC, PLANTS, PRODUCE and any ANTIQUE 

(or even just old!) items which we might auction. Anything is gratefully received 

or collected! 

 

The cake stall is always a major attraction and sells out quickly, so CAKES, 

BUNS, PIES and TARTS would be particularly welcome. 

 

DESIGNER CLOTHES  and fashion items are needed for the Bredfield 

Boutique which is not to be missed by the style-following customers. 

 

Please ask all your family and friends, workmates and therapists to pass on their 

contributions too, and then bring them along on the day to share the wonderful 

atmosphere of your Church fete. 

 

Collectors will call on you in the coming weeks, phone calls are always 

welcome on 01394 383156. 

 

If you are not one of our regular stall holders but would like to help on the day 

I would LOVE to hear from you so please contact me on the number above. It 

really is great to be part of this exceptional event! 

  

Thank you all in anticipation  Andrew Miller 
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NEWS FROM BREDFIELD 
 

 

THE FIRST WORLD WAR  

 

During the early months of 1917, action had switched back to Flanders, 

with a major offensive in the Arras area.  But a front line stretching from 

the Belgian coast to the Ardennes still had to be defended.  North of Arras, 

near Lens, the Canadians were supported by British troops, and in a 

skirmish, another Bredfield man lost his life.  This month we will 

commemorate the centenary of his death.  

 

 

 

 

Private Frederick WORLEDGE, 11th Battalion Essex Regiment 

Died on 22nd April 1917, aged 33. 

Frederick WORLEDGE was born in Martlesham in 1884, the 

elder son of Frederick John Worledge and Georgiana (or Georgena) née 

Brett.  Frederick senior was the village school teacher, but died in 1887, 

aged only 34, leaving his widow with four children under 9.  In 1891 she 

was living on Parish Relief, and taking in lodgers to make ends meet.  By 

1901, the family had moved to Bredfield, where Georgena and her elder 

daughter worked from home as dressmakers, while 16 year old Frederick 

was a gardener.  They also had two young children from London lodging 

with them.  Georgena was obviously a resourceful woman, working to 

keep her family together, and eventually owning her own home at The 

Laurels (now Tudor Cottage).   

In 1914, Frederick married Mary Ann Bacon, of Woodbridge.  

She had been an Elementary School teacher.  They moved to Clacton, 

where he found work as a gardener, but brought their children back to 

Bredfield to be baptised.  Doris Mary, born in Feb 1915, was baptised in 

May, and Frederick Arthur, born May 1916 was baptised in Jan 1917.  By 

this time, Frederick was a Private in the Essex Regiment.  
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Frederick’s service records have not been found, but he probably 

joined the army after married men began to be conscripted in May 1916.  

Initially he was in the 3rd Battalion, the reserve/training battalion of the 

Essex Regiment, which was based in Felixstowe at that time.  Perhaps 

Mary Ann moved back to Suffolk to be near him.  

Frederick later transferred to the 11th Essex Regiment, and may 

have joined them after they moved from the Somme to Flanders in 

November 1916.  Certainly he was with them when they moved into the 

front line north of Loos in March 1917.  While the main battle was going 

on further south, near Arras, there was almost continuous attack and 

counter-attack in the Lens area, around Vimy and Loos.  Hill 70, held by 

the Germans, was a particular target, and this is where over 60 men of the 

11th Essex Regiment lost their lives on 22 April 1917.   Most of them, 

including Frederick, have no known grave, and are commemorated on the 

Loos Memorial in Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos-en-Gohelle, near Lens, 

among the 20,000 men who fell in this area between 1915 and 1918. 

Frederick’s family continued to live in Bredfield until after the 

Second World War.  His widow, Mary Ann and her children were given 

one of the new Council Houses built by Deben Rural District Council in 

the 1920s.  Mary Ann died in 1938, but her son Frederick lived there till 

the 1950s.  Daughter Doris became a teacher like her mother and 

grandfather.  Georgena Worledge lived at The Laurels with her younger 

children until her death in 1943.  Frederick’s younger brother, Bill, and 

his family continued to live there, moving to Church Cottages, next to the 

church, in the 1950s.   The cottages were later demolished, to be replaced 

by three modern houses in the 1970s. 
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Ups and Downs of Bredfield Bell-Ringing 

 
Anyone passing the Church on Friday evening, 24th March, would have heard 

the delightful sound of well-struck English change-ringing.  That evening we 

achieved some very good striking, the bells sounding with a very even and 

regular rhythm, which so enhances their music.  That was one of our “Ups”.  

Admittedly, two visiting ringers helped.  However, two days later the bells 

were silent, not rung for Mothering Sunday Service.  That was one of our 

“Downs”.  That morning two of our ringers had to be at Charsfield to clear up 

after the CADS Pantomime, two were away for the weekend, one had an 

inescapable family commitment, and another is Churchwarden elsewhere, and 

can never ring when our Service is re-timed to 10am.   

 

It would be good to hear the bells before Service every Sunday, especially on 

major Festivals.  But the majority of our ringers come from other villages – 

Ufford, Charsfield, Hasketon, and as far away as Martlesham Heath.  Some 

have commitments to ring at other Churches too, and when our Service is 

changed from 9.15am, there can be a clash of loyalties.  That is especially so at 

Christmas and Easter, and on Remembrance Sunday, when all Churches want 

their bells rung at the same times.  So it is precisely on those major Festivals 

that our bells are apt to fall silent.  The crux of the problem is that only four of 

our ringers live in Bredfield. 

 

We need two or three more ringers who actually live in Bredfield.  Would you, 

Dear Reader, like to try this fascinating hobby, and help to preserve and 

maintain this ancient and quintessentially English Art of Change Ringing ?  It 

is an enjoyable hobby, healthy exercise but not strenuous, keeps the brain 

active to fight off dementia (!), and ringers everywhere are very sociable.  

During March we enjoyed chocolate cake and sparkling drinks on three 

occasions to celebrate ringers’ birthdays.  We practice on Fridays from 7.30pm 

to 9pm, and welcome anyone who would like to come and see what it is all 

about.  Or contact Ann & Mike Pilgrim on 01394 382773.  It would be good to 

see some more members of our congregation take part in ringing, but others 

are welcome too.  Anyone aged from 9 to 90 can enjoy learning to ring.  Please 

help us to strengthen our “Ups” and abolish our “Downs” ! 
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In the Steps of Jesus 
St Andrew’s Easter Display 

 
Last March Stephen and I were incredibly fortunate to join several 
others from St Andrewôs and St Johnôs in an eight-day visit to The 
Holy Land,   organised by Maranatha Tours from Essex and led 
by the lovely Paul and Jane Keeys. It was an adventure of a 
lifetime and an experience not to be missed. 
During our stay we visited many fascinating places including 
several linked with the Easter Story. Photographs from the visit 
will be used in the Easter Display this year.  Places visited 
include: 
 
The Quiet Garden of Gethsemane 
Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he 

said to them, ñSit here while I go over there and pray.ò     Matthew 

26:36 

 
Bethphage and Mount of Olives 
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at 

the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ñGo 

to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt 

tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3If 

anyone asks you, óWhy are you doing this?ô say, óThe Lord needs it and 

will send it back here shortly.ôò      Mark 11:1-3 

 
Via Dolorosa 
Via Dolorosa in Latin means the "way of suffering" or "way of 

sorrows." 
This traditional route through the Old City of Jerusalem retraces the 

steps of Jesus Christ as he was led to the cross. It begins where Christ 

was condemned to death by Pilate at the Praetorium, continues to 

Calvary where our Lord was crucified, and ends at the tomb of Christ's 

burial.          Mary Fairchild 2016 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.thoughtco.com/pontius-pilate-roman-governor-of-judea-701081
https://www.thoughtco.com/crucifixion-of-jesus-christ-700210
https://www.thoughtco.com/holy-week-timeline-700618
https://www.thoughtco.com/holy-week-timeline-700618
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Golgotha 
They came to a place called Golgotha (which means ñthe place of the 

skullò). There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but 

after tasting it, he refused to drink it.  Matthew 27:33 

 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
The site of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is identified 

as the place both of the crucifixion and the tomb of Jesus of Nazareth. 

The church has long been a major pilgrimage center for Christians all 

around the world.   http://churchoftheholysepulchre.net 

 
The Garden Tomb 
 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the 

garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.   John 19:41 

 
As Jesus said to His Disciples and the crowd: 
ñWhoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. Mark 8:34 
Life begins at the Cross. 

Happy Easter to Everyone 

Christ is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed! 

Ann and Stephen 
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A mosaic from inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
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Bredfield Neighbourhood Plan 

Are you interested in the neighbourhood plan and possible sites for 
development in the village? If so, please look at the information on: 
http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/nhp-site-
assessment and make your comments about the possible sites 
identified in the Bredfield NHP survey held in the autumn of 2016. 
This is your opportunity to make your voice heard! 
 

 

 

 

Bredfield Book Exchange 
  
Some of you may not know, that as well as the fabulous range of 
competitively priced products we sell in the village community shop, 
we also have a coffee corner and a book exchange. Everyone is 
welcome, any morning, to come and choose a free book and replace it 
with another and perhaps stay for a cup of coffee, tea or chocolate, 
and browse the shelves. 

 

 

 

 

Quotation for April 

“The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 

repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 

nations.” 

Luke24: 46-47 

  

http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/nhp-site-assessment
http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/neighbourhood-plan/nhp-site-assessment
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100 Club Winners 

 

1st Prize No. 19 Mr B Harnden 

2nd Prize No. 24 Mrs A Ackerley 

 
Church Cleaning Rota 

 

1st  April P. Miller 8th April C. Cowper 

15th April J.McCarthy 22nd April J. D’Arcy 

29th April P. Cooke   

 
Church Flower Rota 

 

2nd April - 9th April - 

16th  April L. Rolph 23rd April R. McCarthy 

30th April M. Richards   

 
Refreshments Rota 

 

2nd  April A. Stammers 9th April M. Bence  

16th  April - 23rd April A. Cannard 

30th April A. Cannard   
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April Services at St. Andrew’s 

 

Sunday 2nd  April BCP Morning Prayer 
Roger Ackerley 

9.15am 

Sunday 9th April 
Palm Sunday 

Family Service 
Bill Herbert 
*Commencing at 
Village Hall car park* 

10.00am 

Sunday 16th  April 
Easter Sunday 

Holy Communion 
Rev’d Philip Ind 

10.00am  

Sunday 23rd April 
 

Service of the Word 
Rob Watson  

9.15am 

Sunday 30th April BCP Morning Prayer 
David Bulgin 

9.15am 

 

 
 
 
 
RECTOR:  
REV’D. CLIVE HOWARD 
 

CHURCHWARDEN: Vacant.  

 
 
 
 
To contact the Rector and for 
all enquiries regarding St 
Andrew’s, contact St John’s 
church office on: 
 
info@stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk 

Or 
01394 383162 

 
www.stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

mailto:info@stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk
http://www.stjohnswoodbridge.org.uk/

